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Emirs and at another to Christian princes. He mixed
himself up with every revolution and war raging here
and there, seeking profit and authority wherever he
could. The conditions of Muslim Spain at that time
were a wide field for the ambitions of an adventurer
like the Cid. The Petty Kings ( Al-Tawaif ), who inheri-
ted the patrimony of the Omayyad Caliphate and estab-
lished their small states in Andalusian ports and cities,
were tearing one another and intriguing against one
another and sought assistance in this struggle from the
Christian mercenaries or by alliance with a Christian
prince. The fire of this foolish dispute was kindled
particularly between the northern states in which Banu
Hud had settled between Valencia and Saragossa. It
was to this raging field that the Cid and his mercenaries
came and joined the service of Al-Muktadir ibn Hud,
Emir of Saragossa. Al-Muktadir had proposed long
before to crush his brother Al-Muzaffar, Emir of
Lerida, and so he sought the assistance of the Navarrese
(the Bascons) and the^ Catalans to fight him till
he was defeated and taken prisoner. Al-Muzaffar was
prisoner when the Cid came to the court of Al-
Muktadir. Al-Muktadir died not long after in 1081
A.D. after having divided his territory between his
two sons. He gave Al-Mutamin Saragossa and its
dependencies and his brother Al-Mundhir Denia,
Tortosa and Lerida. Soon after the two brothers
quarrelled and war broke out between them, when Al-
Mundhir sought the help of Sancho Ramirez, king of
Aragon and Count of Barcelona. The Cid fought
by the side of Al-Mutamin and often ravaged the
territory of his enemies and finally defeated them at
the walls of Alcala Minars. He then returned to
Saragossa where the people received him with pomp,
and Al-Mutamin highly honoured and recompensed
him. A number of the allies of Al-Muzaffar ibn Hud
had rebelled against Al-Mutamin, in support of their
Emir, and Al-Muzaffar, in his prison, appealed to the